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HEAVY HAULAGE PERMITS, KALGOORLIE-COOLGARDIE 

6. Mr M.J. Birney to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

(1) Will the Minister advise if any heavy haulage permits to operate quad trucks have been granted in the 
Kalgoorlie-Coolgardie region in the last twelve months? 

(2) If so, will the Minister advise the name of the recipients of those permits, the permit access areas and 
any other conditions imposed on the permit holders? 

(3) Has any officer of Main Roads Western Australia objected either formally or informally to the granting 
of any of these permits? 

(4) If so, what is the name of that officer and what was the nature of his/her objections? 

(5) Does the Minister agree with the concerns raised by this officer? 

(6) If ‘no’ to (5), why not? 

(7) Will the Minister be widening any section of the Kalgoorlie to Coolgardie Highway in order to 
accommodate the turning circle of these quad trucks? 

(8) If not, is the Minister concerned that the safety of other road users may be placed at risk by these quad 
trucks that need to use the opposite side of the road in order to complete a turn? 

(9) Will Main Roads Western Australia be installing flashing lights prior to the Coolgardie Road turn offs 
used by these vehicles to warn motorists that heavy vehicles are turning or crossing ahead? 

(10) If ‘no’ to (9), why not? 

(11) Will Main Roads Western Australia be introducing any additional double white lines to prevent 
overtaking on Coolgardie Road as a result of the issuing of these permits? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 

(1) As the Member is aware, and as a result of a request from the mining and transport industries, Main 
Roads is conducting a trial of 53.5 metre road trains between Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie.  The trial is 
being overseen by a widely representative Steering Committee including Local Government, Police, 
Union, mining and community representation.  The road trains are being used to transport gold ore from 
mines north-east of Menzies to a mill 3 kilometres east of Coolgardie.  The trial will examine the social, 
economic and environmental impacts of allowing 53.5 metre road trains to run between Kalgoorlie and 
Coolgardie. 

(2) Permits have been issued under the trial to Barcon Transport to operate up to 3 permit vehicles on the 
route. 

(3) I am advised Main Roads is not aware of any such objection and there is full support for the trial from 
all officers concerned. 

(4)--(6) Not applicable 

(7)-(11) The Steering Committee, which includes an independent road safety expert, is expected to present its 
final report in September.  This will determine if these operations will continue and if any modification 
or improvement work on this section of the Highway is required. 

 


